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Improvement of the Fisheries, 
Sc. Sc. 


COPY of a Letter preſented to the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
Dec. 8, 1800, then fitling on the Means of providing Relief for the 
Poor®, 


AT a time like this, of unparalleled diſtreſs, when famine ſtares us in 
the face, with all its horrors, and our enemies, leagued with our former 
friends, meditate our deſtruction, it is the duty of every man, who has any 
thing to offer for the public relief, to ſtep forward with his mite, ſub- 
mitting it to the Legiſlature for their adoption, if they approve of it ; 
permit me therefore to recommend the Fiſheries on the Coaſts of Ireland, 
as the moſt immediate and effectual relief for the poor of theſe kingdoms; 
a meaſure, which, if entered upon largely, will form an ample ſubſtitute 
for other proviſions ; and enable us, not only to withſtand the ſtorm of. 
the day, but to bid defiance to all our enemies. | 


* This letter, when firſt written, I intended to have inſerted in the Tims, but was per- 
ſuaded to preſent it to the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, who readily received it. 
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There is on the Southern coaſt of Ireland a large Bank, called the 
Nymen Banx, abounding with large cod, hake, and ling; and there is 
another Bank of ſtill greater extent, reaching from the South and run- 
ning northward on the Weſtern Coaſt of that Kingdom: how far it 
extends into the Atlantic Ocean, is not yet aſcertained; but that theſe 
Banks abound with Fiſh in incalculable quantities, is well known, nor 
can we doubt if this buſineſs was properly laid before Government, but 
it would be forwarded with all that- alacrity * ſupport, which the im- 
portance of the ſubjett deſerves. 


Mr. Wa RR, in his Antiquities of Ireland tells us, that among the 
many advantages of Ireland muſt be reckoned the great and plentiful 
fiſheries of Salmon, Herrings, and Pilchards, which, ſalted and barrelled, 

were every year exported to foreign parts; and after mentioning that 
Whales had been frequently taken on ſeveral parts of the Coaſt of that 
Country, informs us that a Mr. RI HARD CHariiw ſet up a Fiſhery 
for Sun-fiſh (a ſmall ſpecies of whale) near the harbour of Killy- 
beggs, and received parliamentary encouragement. This having been 
done in thoſe days, what may we not hope for from the munificence and- 
protection of the Imperial Parliament at a time like this ? We 
cannot doubt, but the duty upon Salt will be given up, ſo far as may 
relate to this Fiſhery; that bounties will be given to eſtabliſh and ex- 
pedite this buſineſs ; that all local and partial intereſts, and prejudices, 
will give way to the ſpeedy eſtabliſhment of this great National Benefit, 
now eſpecially that an Union has been happily made between Great 
Britain and Ireland, and they have been formed into one Imperial 
State. ni! nt * _ N r a919190 7, 
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This buſineſs preſents alſo to my view in the cleareſt light, the ſup- 
port of His Majeſty's Navy, the bulwark of the Britiſh Empire; and I 
am firmly of opinion that if any thing can effettually check the pride 
and inſolence of our combining enemies, it will be the eſtabliſhing of this 

Fiſhery upon the large principle, of which it is capable. It will prove 
to them, that we are neither to be ſtarved nor ſubdued ; our poor will 
be plentifully fed ; and His Majeſty's Navy will have a conſtant acceſſion 
of many thouſand ſeamen (after allowing protection for a ſufficient 
number to carry on the Fiſhery, and removing the neceſſity of that 
barbarous cuſtom of Impreſſing); in time of Peace it will give full 
employment to our diſbanded ſeamen, by whoſe labours in the Fiſhery 
not only theſe kingdoms may be plentifully ſupplied, but all Europe 
Of the truth of this great buſineſs in all its parts, and in all its happy 
. conſequences, as I here ſtate it, no man can remain in doubt, who will 
take the trouble to examine into all the circumſtances and advantages 
of this Fiſhery, and how far it will contribute, if wiſely managed, 
towards confirming, and maintaining the Empire of Britain on the Sea, 
in ſpite of all our Enemies. 


I am, with all due reſpett, 
Your obedient ſervant, 


JOHN DIXON, 


No. 5, Lower Phillimore-Place, 
Kenfington. 


N. B. Numbers of ſeamen from the neighbouring nations are em- 
ployed in fiſhing on theſe Banks in time of Peace, who are turned 
againſt us in War! 
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HAVING been deſired to produce authorities for the above, I beg 
leave to ſubmit the following Extracts from Ax DERSOx's Hiſtory of 
Commerce, and Mr. KN Ox's Hiſtory of the Fiſheries, &c. &c. 


„Sir JohN BoRROUGHs, keeper of the Tower of London, ſays in 
his Treatiſe of the Sovereignty of the Britiſh Seas, (firſt written anno 
« 1633, and publiſhed anno 1651, p. 80) Philip II. King of Spain, 
obtained licence for his ſubjetts to fiſh upon the North Coaſt of 
Ireland, for the term of twenty-one years, paying yearly for the ſame 
% 1000l.” (ANDERSON's Hiſtory.) © And Mr. Knox tells us, that 
« White Fiſh abound on the Weſt Coaſt of Ireland, but the Banks 
* have not been ſufficiently explored, and no Fiſhery hath yet been 
% eſtabliſhed with ſucceſs.” In proof of which he produces what Sir 
Lucius O'BRIEN ſaid in the Iriſn Houſe of Commons, namely, That 
„ with due encouragement he ſhould not deſpair of ſeeing Fiſhing 
« Veſſels fitted out from every harbour in the Kingdom of Ireland, to the 
* infinite emolument of the whole. Some ports, and thoſe hitherto the 


-* moſt neglected of all,” ſaid he, © may poſſibly have advantages, the 


knowledge of which is not yet ſufficiently aſcertained, I mean in the 


North, and North-weſtern parts of Ireland, off which there is the 
* ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe there are Fiſhing Banks, perhaps, as prolific 


as thoſe of Newfoundland, though their nature and extent hath not 
* hitherto been explored; and if ſo, the Fiſhery may be carried on ſtill 
« cheaper from the neighbouring ports. In ſeveral very ancient maps 
« I find,” ſaid he, © the Bay of Galway, called the Bay of Hakes, from 
« the quantity of that fiſh with which it was ſupplied.” And further, what 


Sir WILLIAM MoNnsSON, who was one of the moſt experienced ſeamen 
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England ever bred, in the fourth book of his Naval Tracts, takes notice 
of, viz. That from the Iſland of Rona, off Scotland, and between 
« fifteen and ſixteen leagues from the Iſland of Lewis, there runs a Bank 
“of 100 miles in length, as far as Till-Head in Ireland, which Bank 
« affords a great quantity of the beſt Cod and Ling of any part of the 
“ ſeas, which had not for one hundred and odd years been uſed ; but 
* theſe bountiful gifts of Providence,” adds he, © remain utterly neg- 


« lected.” 
And alſo among many other proofs he produces the following: 


« In the year 1740, Join ArkIx, Maſter of the Friendſhip of Air, 
coming from Virginia round the North of Ireland, when about thirty 
« leagues weſt, by their reckoning, from the Iſland of Tory, ſaw diſtinctly 
« a ſhoal under water, about fifty yards from the veſſel, on which he 
« judged there might be about four feet water. 


* In October 1746, the commanders KELLY, Jonxs rox, and. 
«* THORNTON, failing in company from Virginia for Liverpool, about 
« twenty-five leagues weſt from Tory Iſland, heaved the lead, each of 
them, and found ſixty-five or ſeventy fathom, /and and ſhells; between 
« that and Ireland they ſounded again, and found no bottom. 


About the year 1756, Mr. BAc Hor, of Londonderry, coming from 
Philadelphia, was becalmed about twenty-two leagues N. W. of the 
* Ifland of Tory, without fight of land, he ſounded and found the depth 


thirty fathom, then throwing out ſome fiſhing lines, catched about 150 
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Cod in two hours time; the wind ſpringing up, they made ſail, and in a 
« few hours ſaw the land, on the North-weſt coaſt of Ireland. 


In the year 1769, when Mr. Mu RDOCh MKE NZ IE, in the ſloop 
* Bird, was taking views of the Weſt coaſt of Ireland, about the diſtance 
« of from three to ſeven leagues from the land, wherever there was an 
* opportunity of trying to catch fiſh, the crew found them, particularly 
« off the Iſlands off Iniſhſhank, and Boffin in Mayo, where happening to 
ebe becalmed, they caught Cod, Ling, and Holly, one or other of them, 
c as often as their lines could be let down. 


At Broad Haven in Mayo, the people have a general perſuaſion, 
that there is a Fiſhing Bank, twenty or thirty leagues weſtward of 
their coaſt, and affirm that they have ſeen ſeveral ſhip-maſters who 
have taken fiſh there; the like perſuaſion prevails of a Fiſhing Bank, 
off Mallbay, in the county of Clare, about fix or eight leagues S. W. 
« from the Iſland Durley ; and at the S. W. point of Ireland there is 
* a ſhoal, called the Lock, on which ſeveral fiſhing ſhips from Kinſale 
take abundance of Ling every year, from the month of April to 
« September. In ſhort, there ſeems to be a general opinion, ſupported 
« by a multitude of facts, that there are exceedingly profitable Banks 
« off theſe Coaſts, though their limits are not aſcertamed. Mr. 
„ M-KENZ IE, whoſe authority will be of conſiderable weight, is 
«« perſuaded of it, and he thinks they run almoſt parallel to Ireland, and 
« extend all the way from Shetland to the Nymph Bank, off Waterford : 
« others apprehend they run alſo towards the Banks of Newfoundland, 


« and even extend the whole of that way.“ 
— Being 


** n * 
4ST 2.40 Gd 


6 


113 


Being fully perſuaded from theſe, and many other documents, that 
there are very extenſive, and moſt valuable Fiſhing Banks on the 
Coaſts of Ireland, I wiſh to recommend this great Source of National 
Relief for the preſent, and hereafter of National Strength and Wealth, 
to the attention of every ſincere friend to his King and Country, and 
particularly to the Imperial Parliament; for beſides the great advantages 
already mentioned, of procuring abundance of wholeſome and nouriſh- 
ing food for our own people, &c. &c. a new and extenſive trade may 
be eſtabliſhed, employing numbers of now idle, and ſtarving poor, 

furniſhing ſuch an additional Nurſery for Seamen for the Navy, as to 
preclude the Neceſſity of Impreſſing, and of employing foreigners on 
board our merchant ſhips in time of war, who after having been 
made complete ſeamen in our ſervice, are frequently called home to 
turn againſt us that very {kill and knowledge which they have acquired 
among us, beſides carrying away conſiderable ſums of money, which 
might have greatly benefited our poorer orders; and moſt advantageouſly 
circulating amongſt ourſelves, might have promoted comfort, content, 
and unalienable attachment to- their own government, in the moſt 
numerous, and moſt uſeful claſſes, viz. the labouring poor. 


This, I doubt not, the Imperial Parliament will in its wiſdom take into 
conſideration. Thus quenching in our bountiful ſeas, all diſcord, all 
difference of opinion, and intereſt ; thereby combining moſt firmly the 
Strength of theſe Kingdoms, and uniting the hearts of all His Majeſty's 
ſubjects. 
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In the laſt century ſeveral attempts were made by the governments 
of England and Scotland to eſtabliſh Fiſheries on the coaſts of theſe 
kingdoms, for inſtance, © In 1661, Charles II. the Duke of York, Lord 
“ Clarendon, and other perſons of rank or fortune, reſumed the buſineſs 
«* of the fiſheries: for this purpoſe the moſt ſalutary laws were enacted 
« by the parliaments of England and Scotland, in virtue of which all 
% materials uſed in, or depending upon the fiſheries were exempt from 
all duties, exciſes or impoſts whatſoever ; but theſe attempts proved 
«* fruitleſs, the enſuing national diſcontents and conſequent diſtreſs pre- 
« venting their ſucceſs.” 


If ever this national object ſhall be accompliſhed either wholly, or in 
part, it will be ſolely owing to encouragements given not to Companies, 
* but Individual Adventurers, and the abilities of thoſe adventurers to 
« perſevere in that buſineſs againſt all accidents that may attend it, both 
s in the Capture, and the Sale of the Fiſh.” 


This we are taught by the example of the Dutch, who firſt tried by 
companies, but were ſoon obliged to relinquiſh that plan for an open 
trade, giving all poſſible encouragement to every individual who would 
engage in the buſineſs, by which means they met with ſucceſs beyond all 
example. 


Sir WALTER RALEIGH relates, © that in the year 1603 the Dutch 
« ſold to different nations as many herrings as amounted to 1,7 59,000). 
that in 1615 they at once ſent out 2000 buſſes, and employed in them 
« 37,000 fiſhermen; that in 1618 they ſent out gooo buſſes with 50,000 

* men 


* 
CI 
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* 
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men to take the herrings, and gooo more veſſels to tranſport, and fell 
the fiſh; which by ſea and land employed 150,000 men, beſides thoſe 
firſt mentioned. All this wealth,” ſays he, © was gotten on our Coaſts 
while our attention was taken up in a diſtant Whale-fiſhery !” 


Sir WILLIAM MonsoN draws a compariſon between the Weſt India 


Trade and the Britiſh Fiſheries, wherein he uſes various arguments to 
prove, that the latter branch is, upon the whole, more important than the 
former, and merits the firſt attention of the Britiſh Government, © You will 
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wonder,” ſays he, © that being born a Britiſh ſubjett (an ander) and 
caſting your eyes upon the gainful ſoil of the land, that you never con- 
ceived what the ſeas afforded. What better light can we have for this, 
than from the Hollanders, to whom,” ſays Sir WILLIAM, © we may 


« juſtly attribute what the Chineſe aſſumed to themſelves, viz. that only 
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they have two eyes, ſome other nations but one, and all the reſt of the 
world none? How can this better appear than out of their labours, and 
our fiſh only? They have increaſed,” ſays he, © the number of veſſels; 
they have ſupplied the world with food, which otherwiſe would have 
found a ſcarcity ; they have advanced trade ſo abundantly, that the 
wealth of ſubjects and the cuſtoms of princes have found the benefit of 
it. In four provinces within the Sound,” continues Sir WILLIAM, 
viz. Koningſberg, Melvin, Stettin, and Dantzic, there 1s vended in the 
year betwixt go and 40,000 laſts of herrings, which will amount to 


more than 620, ooo. and we none / 


„Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Leiſland, Rie, Regel, Narpe, and other 
towns within the Sound, take off above 10,000 laſts, worth 160,000!/. 
| 6c The 
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« The Hollanders ſend into Ruſſia above 1 300 laſts of herrings, ſold 
at 27, oool. and we not above thirty or forty laſts / 


“ Stade, Hamburgh, Bremen, Embden, and upon the river Elbe, in 
fiſh and herrings above 6000 laſts, fold at 100, ooo. and we none 


Cleveland, Juliers, up the river Rhine, Frankfort, and Cologne, and 


over all Germany, in fiſh and herrings, near 22,000 laſts, amounting 
to 440,0000, and we none / 


% Guelderland, Artois, Hainault, Brabant, F landers, and the Arch- 
duke's countries, 8 or gooo laſts, fold at 184. the laſt, amounting to 
160,000/. and we none / 


At Roan in Normandy, 500 laſts of herrings, fold at 10,000/. (and 
we not 100 laſts) there commonly fold for twenty and ſometimes thirty 


pounds a laſt. 


« Beſides what they ſpend in Holland, and ſell there to other nations, 
the value of many hundred thouſand pounds, we cannot give an account 
of 150 laſts taken, and vended by us. 


« All people of what degree ſoever, in Holland have commonly a ſhare 
according to Meir abilities in this Fiſhing Trade 


« If we pay the leaſt attention to the original ſtate of the Dutch 
Fiſheries, or by what means they (the Dutch) raiſed themſelves, to their 
| preſent 
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«preſent ſtate of opulence, we ſhall find that they were abſolutely nothing 
«© more than mere Fiſhermen, who had collected themſelves into a ſmall - 
e body from different quarters, and lived in huts, erected upon the ſpot 
ce then called Damſluys, which ſtill retams its name; but to the aſtoniſh- 
e ment of travellers, when inquired for, will be found in the centre of 
te the famous city of Amſterdam, 


e The great increaſe of people in proceſs of time obliged them to 
© ſeek new fields (fiſhing places), of courſe none could be found more 
« eligible than the Fiſhery which they diſcovered on the coaſts of 


& Ireland. 


Our ſeas were their Ox1c1naL MiNEs, as acknowledged by them- 
“ ſelves, as may be ſeen on the face of one of their proclamations, for 
* the encouragement of their Fſheries, bearing date anno * ; ney 
86 chere call them their GoLden Mines! | 


Sir n oon juſtly obſerves, That the Dutch were enabled 
by their Fiſheries not only to defend themſelves during the courſe of a 
“ long war, but to beautify their country, fortify their cities, eſtabliſh a 
„ powerful marine, and fix colomes in the moſt diſtant parts of the 
« world; and in the midſt of all cheſe expences, to increaſe dai) in 
vwvealth and ſplendour: and therefore it is not; without, reaſon that by 
order of the States it is inſerted in the daily prayers offered up in their 
Churches, that God would be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs their land, and 
« preſerve to them their great and ſmall Fiſheries, 
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The French too have benefited themſelves exceedingly by this trade, 
* and yet theſe nations are obliged to ſeek their fiſh on our coaſts, by a 
long and expenſive navigation in large ſhips, while Providence bring- 
eth them even to our doors! It might be expected we ſhould be 
* able to take them at a much leſs expence, and cure them more per- 
fectly on our own ſhores; and yet His Majeſty's ſubjects have not yet 
been able to eſtabliſh this Fiſhery effectually. | 


« A Fiſhery near home may be carried on with greater expedition, 
« and with leſs expence and hazard to the parties concerned. 


© The general utility of theſe Fiſheries may be thus ſtated, They 
«would give employment to a conſiderable number of perſons, of both 
* ſexes, and of all ages, as ſea- men, land-men, ſhip-builders, coopers, 
© net-makers (which is chiefly performed by women, and children, and 
old people incapable of other work), rope-makers, ſail- makers, black- 
* ſmiths, ſalt- makers, colliers, carters, day-labourers, &c. beſides ſup- 
« plying themſelves and their neighbours with cheap food, and ex- 
« tending commerce.” mon n | 


The deep-water Fiſhery is to be carried on by buſſes or decked 
veſſels from twenty to eighty tons burthen, which ought to be at their 
fiſning ſtations early in the ſeaſon, and attended by quick-ſailing veſſels 
to run with their firſt prime fiſh to London, Dublin, Edinburgh. &c. 
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Theſe Fiſheries are ſo abundant and inexhauſtible, that there will not 
be the leaſt occaſion to reſtrain the praiſe-worthy induſtry of the Dutch ; 
but we ſhould rather let them remain, to be a powerful ſtimulus to us, 


to follow their wiſe example. Their whole ſyſtem of fiſhing laws, may 
prove an excellent model for us to follow. 


Thus if they have raiſed themſelves from being a company of obſcure 
Fiſhermen, to wealth and greatneſs, erecting cities on their barren ſand 
banks, turning their fiſhing huts into ſplendid palaces, eſtabliſhing diſtant 
colonies, ſupporting a formidable navy, ſometimes diſputing the empire of 
the ſea ! all this from fiſhing on our coaſts, which they call their GoLDEN 
Mines, what may not Britons hope to do (over and above ſupplying 
their poor with abundance), bleſſed as they are, with a better ſoil, a 
betete ii, lords of the ocean; and now united under the beſt of 


Sovereigns. 


Jam, with all due reſpect, 
| Your obedient ſervant, 


JOHN DIXON. 


No. 5, Lower Phillimore-Place, 
Ken ſington. 


| R. BAL, Printer, 
2 Addle-Street, Wood-Street. 
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